_ Moſt Wicked, Cruel, Bloody, © 
and Barbarous News A 
FROM 


READING 
BARKSHIRE: 


w BEING *n 
A full and trueRelJation of a horrible Murder | 
committed by WilliamHasker,on the perſon 

- of his own Father, almoſt fix years ago. 


With the wonderful manner how the Fa& 
| came to be diſcovered, by his own Contel- _ 
fion the 15th. of this inſtant Fuly ; how his 
wife murdered him, and he buried him ina 
Marl-pit fix foot deep wich his Cloaths on. 


As alſo how the 'murdered body was digged up on Monday 
the 17th of this inſtant Fuly, and decently buried. 
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| By R. W. who took this Relation from the Priſoners own moitth: 
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Bloody and Barbarous 


N E WS 


FROM 


| Berkſhire. 


{His William Hasker, of whom I am about 
to relate this moſt bloudy and unnatural 
deed, wasa Hu:bandman, and lived with 
bis father at a Villagecalled Brimtonn, about five 
miles from Newbary, and about ten miles froin 
Keading, and about a mile out of the Road that 
goes berwcen Briſtol and Londow. The poor old 
man that was murdered, was by Trade a Tanner, 
and bad ſume ſmall matter of money and goods, 

which it is generally belteved was the chicf cauſe 
of his comieg to this untimely end. 

But the firſt beginning of this malice of this 
wicked. wretch apaibſt his owaFather, by his 
own confeſſion was his Wifez for ht had married 
a wile which it ſeems w32 none of the hon»(t:ſt, 
at which his Fath-r was very muck difpleaſed, 
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and turned them ns. RS But ſuck was 
his Fatherly Love to his $6, having no more 
Children but he, ſosn touk them both inagain 5 
little thinking, poor Soul, what Snakes he har. 
boured in-bis. boſom But he en teurd his 
miſtake; For his Son beiog ct an incortigible 
diſpoſition, inſtead. f being datiful to his F'g- 
ther, grew worſe ang worle, endo't-timgs gave 
. hin very wighed wiprds acd threats 5 which jc 
feers the Old mantdid report again to fome of 
his Neighbours: Alſo his Daughter-in Eaw did 
very much abuſe him, ti1} between them both he 
was madeaway, and-could not be heggd ct again 
by all the means thar chuld be n(cB, which was 
very much; the Cougtyy being at griſgt charges, 
to ſearch in Pands and Rivers, and todig in 
ſeyeral places for him 3 but all to no purpoſe 
for almoſt ſix years time, till ic pleaſed Gd to 
bring it out by their own confeſiton : Thergtore 
my deſire is to all, whoſe wicked hearts arg ſet 
upon Murder, by the Devils ioftigation that it 
may be done ſo privately that it will aever come. 
out, not to believe that falſe and malicious ene- 
my of Mapkind, for he is continually ſetting 
Traps and Snares for your precious and Immortal 
Souls. For it it could be done ſo priaately, that 
BO Mortal Eye ſhould come tothe knowldge ct 
itz yet let them remember, that there i: an All- 
ſceing God," that will ſurely bring them to an 
account forit-z bur it is very ſeldom that Mur- 
ger, although it long lyehid,is uapuniſhed in this. 
vorld as well as in that which is tocome s bue 


But 


- Butt, now £0. proceed $3.9. Relationof this horrid 
deed, the. Netghbours taking notice of the undu- 
tiful carriage ofthis Raſkal'to his Father, began to 
taſpect ſome furthers. miſchief ; therefore the Old- 
man being miſhag, they cauſed his unnatural Son to - 
be apprehended, upon ſuſpicion of murdering his 
Father, and ſo he was committed to Reading-Goal, 
which was about three weeks before laſt Michael- 
#145 was hve yeats; fo at the next Lent- Ajſeſes he was 
arraigned for murdering his Father, and he pleaded 
' hot guitty : The chief witneſs that was againſt him, 
was to this effe&, One (wore that the Old-man told 
bim a little before he was miſſing, that his'Son took 
_ up. a Hatchet ahd \caught him. by the: Beard, and 
{wore that he would beat his Brains out..4 Another 
(yore that he met with him:that Night after his .Fa- 
| ther was miſſing, going with a Spade towards the 
Marlpits. Another produced a bloody.cord, which 
was fquad .m the houſe when he was apprehended, ſo 
the Jury brought him inguiilty,-'and herecetved Sen- 
tence.of death : But was repriev'd upon this account; 
the Judge that then fate upon: Life and, Death«was 
the reverend B, 7. whois ſince deceaſed, whofome 
certain. years before at Glouceſter, gave Sentenge 
againſt ſeveral Perſons; for murdering of a 'Man, 
whereof qne-or two were hanged 1n Chains, and- 

ſeveral. years after the man came home alive, ,and © 
cauſed theſe. men to. be taken down and buried ; | 
upon which it i$,fajd:that the Judge made a ſolemn . 
- promiſe, never to let. any man ſuffer upon circum- 
{tance again, and therefore gave order that he ſhould- 
be kept in Priſon, till he had either confeſſed the. 
. Muxder, or the Body was found... k 
| Yo + 


(6) 
So he having 2 lain a Priſoner in Reading-Goal ever 
ſince, now mark the wonderful Providence of Al- 
mighty Gud, to bring this wicked Murderto light 3 
abour lait Chriſtmaſs « one John Sumpter, aPiltoner 
in the ſaid Goal, and this Wilizm Haskker, had a 
talling out; whereupon the ſaid Sumpter accuſed 
him, and ſaid, that when the ſaid Wil/iane Hackker 
was ſick of the ſmall Pox, he confeliled to him that 
he murdered- .his. Father: and thit his Wife was 


privy to the Murder : But the ſaid Jobzr Sumpter 


lying for his Diſcharge, could.not give Oath againſt 
him ; but-being ſince freed, he took his Oath of it 
before: a Juſtice of the Peace. W hereupon a War- 
rant was granted out, tor the appro Oy ot cls 
Has kker's Wite. | 


Now it ſeems this Woman a lirtts before bad Ces 


livered of a Child, of which her Huſband ſays he was | 


none of the Father, and grievoully threatned what 
he would do to her, if ever he got out of the-Goal's 
and ſhe being ſenſible, of /her Huſbands: cruel nature, 
when ſhe came before the Juſtice; thinking to make 
ſure of him,, the Juſtice promiſing her all tavour, if 


the would tell him what ſhe knew concerning the 


Murder of her Father-in-Law ; 'the' confelied that 
her Huſband killed him: and burke him; - but” the 
cuuld not. tell where, for ſhe was not at home at 
that time; ſo the Juſtice. took Bail for her, and let 
her go home. But uw hen this news Game to her fuſe 
band, that. his Wife had contfeiied to the Jultite, 
that ne had murdered his Father.: Oh, faid: he, 'has 
'the Whore a mind to have another Huſbaad | 1 ſhe 
ſhall talte of the ſame Cup that I drink off; for 

NU w ' | wy) cont. {> thetiuth, which 1 never thought 
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to She done ;* which was taken from bs own 

mouth the 15#6. of this inſtant Ju!y. | 
That about three weeks before laſt Michaclmas 

was five years, coming into his houſe about ten''a 


clock on a Monday morning, his wife was cryingzhe 
asked her, what was the reaſon of her crying ? ſhe 


told him that ſhe was unJon ; and if he did not ftand 
her friend, ſhe was a dead woman; for faid fhe Your 


| Father came in'heQoring and ſwearing, and give me - 


a kick ; whereupon I threw the four pound Weight 


at him £ and killed him: He told her that for the: 
love of her h&. would put his own life in jeopardy, ; 


and ſo preſently ſetit her and her chi d away to a. 
Neighbours houſe, till he had 'difpoſed of the dead 
Body of his Father ' and ſo: he e-pa9% .and:took rhe: 
| Bod: and Jaid it in"the Cloaths, and: wrapped. the, 
| Head about witha Blanket, becauſe the ere ſhould be. 

no ſign of the Blood, till he had conſidered of a pri- 


vate ' place to bury -hims; * after he 'had- digg of "1 
orave, he went and fetcht his Horſe, .and laid him: 


overthwart, and tied him with a Cord, which was 


the ſame that was brought again(t hi at the Aſlizes, 


when he was firſt artaigned for the Fat, the faid 


Cord being all bloody ; but the Body not lying” 


upon the Horſe ccrading to his minde, he fetched 
a Cart and put the Horſe in, and ſo drew the Body 


to a place called Sheeps-bridge, being about a Mile 


. from his Houſe, and then took the Body upon his 
| Back, and carried it about a Furlong further, and 


buried it in a Marl-pit, about fix foot deep, with ' 


His Cloaths on, 


*P 


So 
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So 6h the Monday morning,being 7uly the 
7th. 1676. they tatrried him'a'Horſe-back, 
with, his Legs chained under the Hotſe's 
belly, ro ſhow them the place where he bu- 
ried his Father 3 which he did, and they 
found the Body, as he ſaid, not one whit 
waſted : So the Coroner ſate on him the 
next-day, and cauſed him to be buried in the 
Church-yard, and a day or two after his 
Wife 'was 'brought ro Reading.Goal, her 
Bail , refuſing, co be any longer boynd/for. 
her. | VVhere we will leave them both, to 
expeR the juſt Reward of their barbarous 
Crimes ; defiring of the Lord that norie that 
hear or read this Tad Relation, may fall into 
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